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Tun Author does not deliver the following Pam 


phlet to the Public, as a complete Diſcuſſion of the 


Subjects treated therein. He has only adverted to a 


few ſelect Points; and with as much Brevity, as was 
conſiſtent with a clear Declaration of his Sentiments. 
He has too much Reſpect for his Readers to detain 
them with Diſquiſitions, which have ſo ſucceſsfully 
employed many Writers of Talents far ſuperior to 
his own, He was defirous too of accommodating 
his Readers by as eaſy a Purchaſe as his own Circum- 
ftances will admit. | 


No New is prefixed to this little TraQ; and for 
| very ſufficient Reaſons at this Time. But the Writer 


Is not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chrift : and, if any 
Anſwerer of Character and Abilities be diſpoſed to enter 
the Liſts againſt him, he promiſes to ſubſcribe his 


Defence, or his Recantation, with his real Name. 
He recommends this Taſk to ſome of the higher 
Clergy, of known Learning and tried Zeal for our 


55 2 | Eſtabliſh- 


ah, 


| 5 1 
Eftabliſhment. It ſeems more particularly incum- 
bent on Dr. HoxsLEVY, Biſhop of St. Davids, who 
owes his Reputation and Preferment to. his Cambat 
with one Antagoniſt, to ſtep forwards on this Occa- 
ſion, and cruſh a ſecond Monſter with the Weapons 
of the Church. He would not ſurely uſe his Ex- 


altation as a Pretext for Indulgence ; and endeavour 
to convince the World, that he feels no other Impulſe 


to Exertion, than what animated the Soldier of 


Lucullus » | | | | 


ce Hit e qud vis, QUI ZONAM PERDIDIT,” inquit. 
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tures of the New Teſtament muſt know, 
that a certain Character is there men- 
tioned and cireumſtantially deſcribed, which would 
_ exerciſe an Authority, [prejudicial to the true In- 
tereſts of the Goſpel ; and, undex, the Cloak of Sanc- 
tity and Zeal, would debaſe the Religion and uſurp 
the Prerogative of Feſus Chriſt. St. Paul intimates,® 
that ſome Time would elapſe before the chief Repre- : 
ſentative of this antichriſtian Tyranny could be eſta- 
bliſhed; and that ſome particular Impediment then 
prevented his Manifeftation to the World. What 
this Impediment was, we are not expreſsly' told by 
the Apoſtle; but Writers of a very early Period, t as 
well as thoſe of more modern Times, have dated, 
upon ſatisfactory Concluſions, the Commencement 
of the e of I EY A that ages wag. the 
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-  Succeflion of heathen Emperors at Rome was emed, 

and Chriſtianity became the e/tabliſhed Religion of the 
Empire. This point, however, it is not neceſſary 
for my preſent Purpoſe to diſcuſs. It is ſufficient 
for me, that ſuch a Power is foretold in the Scriptures, 
and deſcribed by Hu Marks as will enable us to 
aſcertain 1 a 


| But, 8 the full Diſplay and 3 "RY | 
bliſhment of Antichriſt were not effected before that 
Ara mentioned above; the Spirit, by which he was 
actuated and diſtinguiſhed, began to operate much 
earlier in the Church; very ſoon indeed after the 
Aſcenſion of our Lord, and during the Life-Time of 
ſome of his Apoſtles.* And, in the ſame Manner and 
for the ſame Reaſons, though the Nomiſb Hierarchy 
and it's dependant Churches be juſtly regarded as the 
great Repreſentative and principal Support of Anti- 
chriſtian Tyranny, and it's Head-Quarters as fixed 
on the ſeven: Hills of Rome; yet may Chriſtian Socie- 
ties of different Denominations, and under other Heads, 


become true Members of the Body of Antichri/?, from 


_ conſpiring in the ſame Views, and from uſurping the 
ſame Authority, which have ſtamped this A of 
a on the F orchead of the Romiſh Church. 


1 0 mall ict e to > point out four a 

of Autichriſtian Spirit, which I diſcover in the Books 
of the New Teſtament; and to conſider their Correſ- 
pondence with the Principles and Practices of our 
- own Church, the Church of England. Nor muſt 1 
be hangs: to 8 the apa N {his In- 
RE Ring 888 15, ame. Bi, Set. n. 1 

: quiry 
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quiry beyond Truth and Reafon, when T pronounce 


it to be worthy of the moſt ferious' Attention of every 


Engliſhman, and of the eftabliſhed Clergy in particular. 


Tam countenanced in this by the Warmth and Em- 
phaſis, and Seriouſnefs, with which the facred Wri- 


ters expreſs themſelves upon this Topic. Antichrist 


himſelf i is eite this Max 'OF SIN TRE Sox or PER- 


DITION ;* whom the Lord will CONSUME by the Breath 
of his Mouth. +. And the Words of St. Jebn f a are 


particularly awful and commanding : 


* 


Aud 7 Heard another 7 nice from Haven, ſaying : 


COME OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE ; that ye be not Par- 
fakers of her Sins, and that ye receive not of her Plagues. ; 


If then this Subject is not important, there can be 


no Importance in Truth and Cbriſtianity themſelves. 
If we acknowledge the Scriptures, and have any 


Reſpe& for Chrift and his Apo/tles, we muſt liſten to 


their Admonitions, and obey them.  JWhatſorver a 
Man ſotueth, that ſhall he alſo reap.\| If, upon deli. 


berate Examination, we ſhould unexpectedly find 


ourſelves engaged in the Service of Antichriſt, inſtead 


of the Miniftry of the Lord Feſus; it is our Duty, 


as we value the Favour of God himſelf and our on 
everlaſting Happineſs, to return, at every Hazard, 


to the Profeſſion of evangelical Truth and Purity. 


Our Saviour himſelf has laid down the Alternative 
of our Conduct in very plain Language. Hear min; 
and conſider which ye will chooſe. | 
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-_ one, that hath e Houſes, or 88 

or Sifters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, 

er Lands, for my Sake and the Goſpel's ; ſhall receive 
E | A HuxͥůbRED Folp now, with s and in 
1 . Warld to come ETERNAL Lips, * 1 
- WWhoſoever ſhall be end of me 5 8 my Words, in 
1 . _ this adulterous and ſinful Generation; OF HIM ALSO 
| SHALL THE SON oF Man BE ASHAMED, when be 
. cometh in the Glory of his Father with the holy Angels. + 
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e. r. 29: Markx.29, 30, + Mark vill. 38. 
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HE / and moſt ſtriking Mark in 
the Character of Antichriſt” is un- 
ORBIT queſtionably this: C 


5 at bl 7 
* { IS, a 70. FTE 


2 1 1 7 
> 4 TP "3 | 1 ö 


c An Exerciſe of RELIG1ous Powen over the 
« Minp by the Governor; and a Submiſſion" to 
(QF this Power 1 inn the & 


* 


I ſhall conſider: 
[ - E F 
* y i 
g * a 8 f ; | 
v0 : 1 St” N Fg , / F * 


"x . This U ſurpation of ſpiritual Dominion i in 
the Governor is clearly pointed out as a leading 
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Characteriſtic by St, Paul. This Apoſtle * 88. 
ſcribes Antichriſt to be a Perſonage, who oppo- 
ſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
Cod, or that is worſhipped ;. ſo that he as God, 
fitteth in the T. ee of 25 2 —_ that 
be is God. iT 


It is well known, and can be Aſpured by 
none, that the primary Idea contained in the 
Term God, is a Notion of Dignity and Authority. 
For this Reaſon, Judges and Magiſtrates, the 


1 Interpreters and Executors of the Laws, were 


ſtiled Gopsf among the Jews; and Moſes was 
ſaid to be a Gob 1 Pharaoh,F becauſe he dicta- 
ted to the King of Egypt in the Language and 
Character of a Superior, in the Name of the 
God of Vrael. So chat the domineering Spirit 
and 7yrannical. Dominion of Autichriſt could not 
be more ſtrongly defined than by repreſenting 
him under the Character of a God. And by the 

Temple of God, in this Paſſage of St. Paul, is 


the Chriſtian Church, or the whole Collection of 
People profeſſing the Religion of Jeſus Chrift. 
So chat theſe Characters of Auticbriſt, or the Man 

of 2h wil be faithfully and CORY m_ | 


„en, 7 Palm heal. 1 16 
FS 9 | | a 1 Exod, vil, Is + 2 | 0 . 
: 


meant, beyond all - Controverſy, the Fabric 'of 


« von what any other Potentate ever exe 


17 1 55 5 2 


ſented thus, 1 in a common Language 1 
D 78 


2; The Man f Sin will Fre, a Power 5 


« ciſed before: he will exact a Homage never 
« yet paid by one Mortal to another. His 


c Dominion will not be a political Dominion, 


« directed to the civil and ſecular Concerns of 
cc the Community: his Tribunal will not 


ce be placed in a common Court of Juſtice, 
ce but in the TEM PLZ Or Gop. He will eat 


* 
2 — 


« himſelf on the Throne of the Almighty, and 


« aft, as his Repreſentative and Subſtitute. 
“His Laws, like thoſe of Jehovah, who n. 
« erh the Heart, will extend to the Minds and 
e Canſciences. of his Subjects; ſo that their. Faith, 


« and their very Thoughts, ſhall be regulated 


by his Dictates, and ne. en, * 


ns 08 eee 2 {ANG OR ee en 


| Bucks is "4 en Character of oY 


religious Tyranny, which, as the Spirit of Pro- 


phecy has declared, would exert itſelf in the latter 
Times (1 Tim. iv. 1.). We will now conſider, © 


how far the Authority exerciſed by the CHURCH 
of ENGLAND correſponds tc to THIS s Feature of THE , 


MAN or SIN. 
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The Church of England, before ſhe allows _ 
Man, to be a Teacher in her Communion, re- 
quires a Declaration of Aſſent, under his own 
Fand, to a very large Collection of Propoſitions, 
<hiefly of a religious Nature, contained in biriy- 
nine Articles, framed and digeſted by herſelf. 
We do not now inquire, whether theſe Articles 
are true and ſcriptural, or not. However that 
be; the Church of England, we maintain, in 
exerciſing this ſpiritual Authority, SHEWS HERSELF 
AS a Gor, and srrs IN HIS TEMPLE. She 
; uſurps the soLE PrEROGATIVE—the unalienable 
Juͤnriſdiction of the Searcher of Hearts, and the 
| Judge of human Actions. I, therefore, poſitively | 
aſſert in the moſt unqualified Terms, upon the 
expreſs Warrant of St. Paul, that every Arch- 
biſhop and” Biſhop, Who requires, or allows, ſuch 
Subſcription to theſe Articles, is guilty of open 
REBELLION againſt Go, DETHRONES his Savi- „ 
ovn, and uſurps an impious Tyranny over his 355 
Fiellot- Citizens. A horrible accumulated Guilt! : 
for which Language has no Name. Atheiſm and 
Infidelity themſelves appear white as Snow, * wien 
compared with Be 4 7 e N thus LENS. 
able Enormiity. 


"Yet. Lords 7 Gid's hr” ve 1 
over the 6 qpoge of your Brethren, + i. mo. 


e, 


1 

Chriſt died! did not the * chr SEHR com- 
mand you. o FEED HIS LaMsBs;f and not, like 
Trigves and HRELINOs, | to oppreſs and de- 
Atroy his Flock? Are ye not employed rather in | 
ſtattering the Sheep, I than in gathering them with 
pour Arm and carrying them in your Boſom ; 8 and 
thus promoting the gracious Deſign of your 
Maſter, in making them ons Forp under owns 
SRREPHERD? | Ye muſt expect the Reward ap- 
pointed for your Rapine, and Perfidy, and In- 
juſtice. Thoſe mine -ENnzM1ss, which would not 
that I ſhould reign over them, bring * and 
SLAY THEM BEFORE ME,** _ 50 


3 I ſhall now es ie Caſe of thoſe, 
- who /ubmit to this Na of their "oo 

| 1 

- Was 1 not be cite 55 1 a 
Varies of Paſſages from the New: Teftament for 
the Illuſtration of his Point. The Injunctions 
of our Lord himſelf are ſo ample and explicit, 
as neither to require nor admit any Corrobora- 
tion of cheir e or ee of 3 d 
" OG 


: 9 5 2 1 10, 12. 1 
John x. 12. Iſaiah xl. 1. & John x. 16. 6 Lake xt 57 
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ti 1 


i mal belly premiſe, that the Scribe and 1 Pha 
riſees were two Sefts among the Jews, not only 
profeſſing a ſuperior Purity of Manners, but 


ſetting up for the Teachers and Interpreters of 
Religion to the People. As St. Paul in advert- 
ing to the legiſlative Pretenſions of the Man of 


Sin repreſents him as s1TTING in the Temple of 
God, fo our Lord with the ſame View ſpeaks of 


the Seribes and Phari tees, as SITTING in Moſes 


Srar.“ | Theſe Sectaries were not contented, 
however, with a mere Expoſition of the Law of | 
Moſes. They were at leaſt as zealous in teach- 


ing and binding on their Diſciples a Multitude 


of unwarrantable Traditions, and ſuperſtitious 
Obſervances without Authority, as in explaining 


and enforcing the divine Precepts of their Legi- 
ſlator. They were, moreover, fond of popular 
Homage and Applauſe; ambitious of Notice and 
Diſtinction in public Meetings and Entertain- 


ments z and loved to be called Rabbi, Rabbi. 
In Oppoſition to the Confidence, and Conceit, 


and Arrogance, and Hypocriſy of theſe Men, 
our Saviour, amidſt his various Admonitions to 
his Diſciples not to follow their Example in 


other Reſpects, particularly charges them not to 
affect the ſame magiſterial Pre- eminence in their 


5 n oe TR We, of Og” Be my" YE 


us [®. Matt all. . e 1 | 


\ 


t * 1 
called RaBRI be not vx called MasTirs,* And 
why? For ons is your MasrER, eben Chnisr; 
and all ys are BRETHREN. I am the Perſon 
© appointed by God to TEacx you RELIGION, 
to PRESCRIBE your Rule of Fairy, and to 
ce PRONOUNCE the TERMS of your Admiſſion to 
te the Privileges of the Gospz,., No Man can 
« claim this Authority, and no Man can prove 
“ his Right to exerciſe it, but my/elf. Ys are 
6e ALL equally my Diſciples and my Subjects: 
e Children of the ſame. God, Profeſſors of the 
« ſame. Goin and F N Heirs of mee 
cc ality. an | : : | 


: of the ſame Purport vey that other 
Injunction of our Maſter : Call no Man your 
FaTHER upon the Earth ; for ons is Hour F Ar 
THER, which i is in Heaven, F _ 


i . 22 


25 in the Uſage of the Ea Nations, 
- was a Term of reſpectful Addreſs. from the 
young to the aged, from one of inferior Rank 
to his Superior. Accordingly, the Patriarch. 
E7 ofeph, to convey an Idea of his great Power, 
and Iyfluence with the King of Egypt, tells his 
Brethren, |, that God had made him a FarRER 5 
to Pharaoh. oe K he, IF erm . by which the 


* Ma, xxili. 8, 10. Ia Ver, 9. 1 Gen, xlv, 8. 
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Hell of the ' Romiſh Church is denominated,” is 
of Eaftern Original, and © ſignifies a FarHER. 
Strange Infatuation! (from which the Heads 
and Fathers of other Churches might learn Wiſ- 
dom) that a ſprritual Potentate ſhould afſume 
a Title fo sprerricalLy ANTICHRISTIAN—IN 


fuch dire8t Defiance of the fri Prohibition of ü 
Jeſus cant. we : 


The Doftrine deducible from theſe Pages 
of Scripture is plain and poſitive beyond al! 
Power of Illuſtration. If we comply with Sub- 
ſcription to a Proſeſſion of religious Faith, de- 
manded of us by a Biſhop or any other Man, 
we immediately, by that Act, acknowledge 
him, and not Jeſus, for our FarTazr, our 
Raszr, and our Teacn : we are not con- 

tented with that Syſtem of Faith and Practice, 

which Jus Chriſt has given us, or rather we 
Aljſelaim it, and receive in it's Stead a Creed, 
digeſted and modelled and explained for us by 

a BROorHxR, a Man of the ſame Dignity and 

| Weight i in the Goſpel as ourſelves, We tram-. 
ple, in ſhort, upon the Authority of the moſt 
high God and his anointed Prophet; and pub- 
 liely avow our unfeigned Opinion of the Ixsur- 
' FICIENCY of Jeſus Chriſt 125 the Inſtruction and 


A Multi- g 


1 19 J 


A Multiplicity of Words and Subtlaties.of | 
Argument are not neceſſary for the Eftabliſh- 
ment of theſe Propoſitions. It is a weak Cauſe 
that requires ſuch Aſſiſtance. Theſe Poſitions 
are ſo abundantly intelligible, as not to be miſ- 
underſtood by thoſe who are capable of under - 
ſtanding any Thing: and ſo cogent, as not 
to be reſiſted by any Man, who efteems TRUrn 
to be the PzarL of great Price,“ and the Hope 
of the Goſpel, + far better than thouſands of Gold 
and Silver. Let us only endeavour to poſſeſs 
ourſelves with a lively Conviction of the infinite 
Value of God's Approbation above the Praiſe 
'of Men, of the Rewards of Immortality above 
the Emoluments of the World: and-we ſhall 
immediately reſolve, like the faithful Moſes, $ 
rather to ſuffer the Reproach of Cbri with the 
People of God, thay 145 = Pleaſures of Sin for 
4 e 0 


Ys, who have taken up the Crofs of your 
Redeemer, and are prepared, /brough evil Report 
and good Report, fy to tread in the Steps of your | 
"> who was a deſpiſed and rejected of Men ; 


d xlil, 46. 8 + Ce. i, a 1 Plalmoxix, 72. 
1 John xii, 43» x 8 Heb. iii. 5 q Ch. xi. 25, 26, 
» Matt, x, 38, ++ 2 Cor, vis, It Iiabliik 3. 


”* 5 hear 
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| hear vs his | Promiſe and | anticipate his Tri ri- 
* e 


1 
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Be thou faithful unto Death, and F el * 
| tera Onan llt. eb £06 
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: THE SECOND ARCO an noEpaot: | 
' NOTHER Mark of Oppoſition to Chriſt 
and his Goſpel is, the enjoining of other 


Terms of Communion, than thoſe required and | 
; 1 Þy our N hunſck, and his Oe = 


Verb, . I ſay unto you, theo our „ E 
HE, THAT HEARETH MY Wond, AND BELIEv- 
ETH 0 HIM, THAT SENT 12 75 bath everlaſting _ 
| Lie 1 . 

M ba. muſt. 1 do 15 be ber 11 faid the J PO 2 
to Paul and Silas. —< BELIEVE THE ARTICLES 
of the CRuxch of EncLand ;” reply the Bi- 

- $HoPs of theſe LaTTER Times. But what ſay 
. 


„Rey. ii. 10. 1355 Ft John v, 24. 5 1 Acts xvi. 30. | 


{ 7 * | 
the pRIMrrrvx BISHOps of the C Church ? 2 n 


ON: THE Lord JEsus W and chou HA BO 
JOS and 57 «4-716 | | 5 


ST the . 8 this chlo 1 af 
Chriſtian Liberty declares in another Place: "a. 


_ Other Foundation can no MAN lay, than that : 
ts ; laid, 3 which 15 W Se 


fy T "4 are the ; 7 erms = . the 
Conditions of Chriſtian Fellowſhip— laid down 
by the divine Founder of our Religion, and thoſe 
Diſciples, who had received their Inſtructions 
from his own Mouth. 4 If we multiply theſe 
Conditions, and much more if we . ſubſtitute 


others in their Place, we are undoubtedly be 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, — Fellow- Work- 


ers with the Man of Sin in ſubverting the Au- 
thority of Meſſiah, — the Synagogue of Satan, &— 
Blaſpbeming the ſacred Name by which we are 
called ; Is oat to M 1 ũ ĩ when we 


are n 


2 


But hs Church of - England, perhaps; on 5 
to the * and ae of ep and 


* ver. 3 + x Cor, li. 11. 1 3 J. 12. 
I Phil, hi. 1. § Rev. il, 9. James . 7. 
. VS: „„ OO 


1 22 1 
dbe oller: 2 bee e more than a 
Belief in that Fe/us of Nazareth, whom God 
anointed with the Holy Ghoft.* Let us turn to 
her Articles, and fatisfy ourſelves upon this 
Point by an Enumeration of a few Propoſitions 
of her Creed. i 


SHE requires us to o believe, that God i is + 


and yet THREE PERSONS, of one Subſtance, Power, 


and Eternity: — that this living, true, EVERLAST- a 


inc Gop, without Bop v, Parts, or Passioxs— 


this vxxy. and ETERNAL Gop, I ſay, took the 


Subſtance of a Woman; was crucified, DEAD, and 


BURIED, and went down into HELL: that if a 


Man does not believe all this, and much more, 


x AN NOT BE SAVED, but ſhall, dna 


Dovzr, PERISH EVERLASTINGLY. 


01 God, the Hope of my Life and my Por- 


tion for ever! I haye written Blaſphemy; but 
with Agony of Spirit, and from a benevolent 


Zeal for the religious Welfare of thy Creatures. 
Forgive me this Wrong! If T ever accept 


ſuch Doctrines, or ceaſe from any Motives to 


oppoſe them to the utmoſt; then leave me de- 


ſtitute in the Hands of n ee 


Generation. | 1 1 
; L | 
s K. 38. + A . hd „ 


Art. 8. N * I Matt. xvii. 27. 


Wir Ah 


EW * 


And yet, tenacious as the Church of England 


is of theſe eſſential Corruptions—theſe capital 
Abominations of antichriſtian Rome, ſhe ſets 
herſelf up forfooth, as a truly proTESTANT and 


REFORMED Communion ; as @ glorious Church, 


without Spot or Wrinkle.* But God is not the 


Author of Inconfiſtency and Contradiction: he 


does not enact one Thing, and approve another: 
and therefore whatever this Church may con- 
ceive of her own Perfections — though ſhe may 
fancy herſelf rich, and clothed in white Raiment, 
we know from the Touchſtone of the Scriptures, 
that, ſhe is poor, and blind, and naked. F And 

| what will be the End of this Hay and Stubble, | 
and baſe: Materials, heaped up on the golden || 
Foundations of the everlaſting . ? I's 
End is to be le, To 5 


be; 
e 


+1 's this Multiplication of the Articles of . by 


gious Faith, and the Enforcement df them for 


that unattainable End, Uniformity of Opinion, 
which is anſwerable for thoſe bitter Animoſities, 


that have poiſoned the Enjoyments of private 


Life: it is this which has produced ſuch a rank 


Harveſt of Diſcord and Malevolence from the 
Seeds of Good en and. Pran. 1 This is that 


* BEE v. 475 155 8 + Rev. 111. 1 os? | 1 1 Cor. ii. 12. 
Rev. xxi. 21. 5 Heb, vi, 8. 1 Cor. iii. 15, F Luke Ii. 24. 


e Sword, 


Wye 


mY 
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| Ani * which has not anly: 4 rent aſunder the -_. 
Coat of Feſus, without Seam, woven from the Top 
throug bout, t but has alſo ſtained this Vefture 
with the Blobd t of the enen of the Prince . 
9 PEACE. || 


ReyzxT; or_ el le [ will come unto thee DO | 
and will fight againſt thee with the Sword 7 my 
Mouth *F 


e 


THE THIRD MARK OF ANTI CHRIST. 


E will now contemplate another Trait 
in the Character of Antichriſt — another 
Energy of untoward Spirit, which can have no 
| Influence in a Church, conſtituted upon the ge- 
nuine Principles of the Goſpel; a Church, that 
_ acknowledges Jeſus Chrift and him crucified, ¶ 
as the ſole fundamental Article of Faith. Our 
Saviour's own Words ſhall be our. Direction 
and n upon this Point alſo. | | 


BY 02. 
by Matt, x x, 1 5 John xix. 23. 8 t Rey. xix. 13. 
I Ifaiah in. 6. 8 Rev. ii. 16. J Cor. il. 2. 


- 
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Aud there was alſo a STrars among them, | 
which of them ſhould be accounted the GREATSST. 


Aud he ſaid unto them, the Kings of the Gen- 
tiles exerciſe Lordſbip over them ; and they that 
exerciſe Authority upon them, are called Bene- 
by. | 


Bur ys SHALL NOT BE $0; but be that 
is greateſt. among you, let him be as the younger ; 
and he that 15 chief, 45 be that doth ſer ve. 


Fo or 1 is greater, be that . tnetb at Meat, 
or he that ſerveth® Is not be that fitteth at 
Meat? But I am among you as be that ſerveth.* 


| Now this inordinate Spirit of Ambition, this 
Love of Pre-eminence and Power, this STRIFE 
to be the OREATESsT, ſo incompatible with the 
Genius of the Go/pel, and fo contrary to the Ex- 
ample of the meek and lowly Jeſus ; — this aſpi- 
ring ambitious Temper, not only operates with 
TS Vigour in the Church of England, but 
is countenanced by her Principles, and is indeed 
of the very Esskxck of her Coxsrrruriox. 
True Chriſtianity can no more be ſeparated from 
Love and Freedom and Humility, than the Pro- 
Luke xxl, 24-28. 5 + Matt. xi. 299. 
| | OO feſſion 


3 1 


feſnon of it in our national eftabliſhed Church 
from Strife and Hramy and Ambition. If this 
. Poſition can be proved beyond all Poſſibility of 
Contradiction, will any conſcientious Chriſtian be 
able to reconcile himſelf to his Situation as a 
Teacher in ſuch a Church, and a Partaker of 
it's Sacrifices? Otherwiſe, let him come for- 
ward, and refute the Charge.—It is wonderful, 
how rational Creatures can overlook ſuch Objec- 
tions, and continue in ſuch Perverſity. - Let 
every Man examine his own Heart. Some- 
> þ times this proceeds, as in the Caſe of the Slave- 
EO Trade, from Inadvertency, and a total Ignorance 
oh of the Subject. Sometimes from Self-Intere/t and 
a ſordid Puſillanimity, which dare not prefer the 
| Reproach of Chriſt to the T; reaſures of Egypt.* So | 
true it is, that à G1FT BLINDETH the WISE, and 
perverteth the Words of the righteous :+. ſo ſoon, 
and fo eaſily, may the Heart be hardened through 
the DzczITruLNEss of Sin !/f The diſpaſſionate 
_ Believer, however, finds a ſtrong Corroboration 
ol his Faith in this very Perverfity and Infatuation 
of his Brethren; an irreſiſtible Motive to Per- 
ſeverance in the Truth and Simplicity of the Gg, 
5 Pel. Thoſe Scriptures, which are the Source 
of his Conſolation, have informed him by 4 
19955 of Prophecy, || which cannot err; that God 5 


8 Heb. xi, WG: 7 Yes xxili. 8, 7 "© 
7 Heb, Iii. 13. I | Rev, xix, 10. 


would 


e 5 

vould ſend upon the Diſciples of the Man of Sin 
ſuch sTRONG nanny: that Wh JOE BELIEVE 
a LE!“ | # Rath 


5 5 i 4 18 2 5 


nified Titles (more than I can number) from the 
high Diſtinction of an Archbi/hop to the humble 
Drudgery of an officiating Curate; and every 
Proportion of Emolument, from eight or ten 
thouſand a Year with the Work of one Hour, to 

forty Pounds with the Burden and Heat of the 
Day Il — What Objects of Ambition are here 
_ preſented to the View of a Miniſter in Tas 


Church! And how uniform is human Nature 


in her Endeavours to raiſe herſelf from Neglect 
and Indigence to the Comforts of Affluence, 
and to that Homage and Reſpect, which ate 
inſeparable Attendants on ſuch high Stations 
And it is moſt certain and notorious, that many 
of the inferior Clergy are unwearied in their 
- Solicitations | of Preferment, and ſuffer theſe 


Views to engroſs. their Thoughts, and influence 


the whole Tenour of their Lives. Gain with 
| them is GopLingss, | —It is alſo as notorious, 
and cannot be denied by the moſt abandoned 


Ilmpudence, that mam of the Biſbops themſelves 


» The ik. 7. + Matt. xx. 12, 4 1 Tim. vi, f. 


Pg 


* 
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are, and always have been, as eager and ns 
in procuring their Elevation from Sees of Jeſs 


Value to the more opulent. With this View, 
they bow, and often /ell themſelves, to Kings, and 


Miniſters, and the great ones of the Earth: 


ftriving truly to be RAT, and Rich, and 
POWERFUL, in a Kingdom, which is not of this 
Mord in the Kingdom of a mzzx, and 
PERSECUTED, and CRUCIFIED He ks who had 


not where to wits ** Head. 5 9 20; ROY” 


Muck more might be fi upon the pernicious 
Tadkdeticy and immoral Effects of ſuch an 
ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution : upon the long Frain of 


Evils, which it brings with it into Society and 


private Life. But an Enumeration of 1bgſe 


Particulars, would be inconſiſtent with the Bre- 


vity, which F have preſcribed to this Per- 


formance. My Concern is with this Angle 


Topic, the Aukrriox of the CIER OV. Let thoſe. 


who are engaged in the Service of ſuch an 
Eftabliſhment of Religion, bluſh for their Church, 
and bluſh for themſelves. Let her Dignitaries 


In particular conſider with themſelves, whether 
| their Lord and Maſter was ſent into the World 


to eſtabliſh Brsnoertcs, to diſpenſe Power and 
| Tos, 50 to domineer over his Flock and 


\ of 


* 
- 


N e 36. ; e n i Oe BAY | 


_— 


5 29. 0 5 

the Paſtors of his Flock; or rather to. warn TRE 
Followers againſt Covetouſugſs *—to preach the 
' Goſpel to the Poor, + and Deliverance to the Cap- 
tives to make all Mankind Jove as Bre. 
thren — all his Diſciples EQUAL, as the Lord's © 
Freemen : $ whether, in ſhort, Ixsus CHRIST 
himſelf came /o be MINISTERED UNTO, or #0 mi- 
nifter : ¶ and whether he has not poſitively de- 
_ clared, that ag EXALTETH is ſhall 
te BASED. Ot | 8 


Sake I am, that the Permanency of ſuch an 
eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution would form an inſuper- 
able Objection not only to W bee to a 
moral Government of the World. 


K 
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ThE FOURTH MARK OF ANTICHRIST. 


TT. e —.— 8 Fin of the New 

I Teſtament, that our Saviour foreſaw the par- 

75 tial Reception, which his pure Gofpel would meet 

with in the World, and the general Corruption « of 
his Religion. The Diſciples of Jeſus, under the 

N New . like — W nh pe of one ; 


» Luke xii, 15. + Matt, xi. 5. + Luke iv. 18. 1 x Pet, ill. 8. 


rl 5 1 Cor, vii, 2. © Matt, xx, 25, Matt, xxiii. 12, 


under 


— 
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e e bes ef Be would become but a 
ſmall Particle of the general Maſs; nearly ſeven 
thouſand, among the numerous Tribes of 1/26), 
who would not bow the Knee to Baal.* Upon 
this Point, a Paſſage in our Lord's Sermon on the = 
en e of Obſervation. . 


Baer e in at the STRAIT. . for WIDE #5 


the Garz, aud BROAD is the War, that leadeth to 


| DasrRvCTION 3 and MANY there bt, which $0 in 
ercal: 5 


1 STRAIT 16 the Gat and NARROW is 
the War, which leaderh unto Lies; ; 80 FEW 
there be that 2 85 it. F- | 


If we BR the Church of Ae in the 
Balance of this Criterion of true per, ſhe 
vil be Or waning. Eo [ 


By 


1 was a Maxim of the Jas Moralift, 4 4 


the Generality of Men are bad: a Maxim, un- _ 


happily juſtified by Experience and the State of 
the World in all Ages. God indeed made us 
_ wpright; but we have fought. out many Twoentions. || 
/ Chriftianity was deſigned to recall Men to Hap- 
5. Ls Rt tag | 


\ 


„ Rom. « \F Matt, vii, 13, 14, al | 
7 Dan, v. 27. f. ed 


. 
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for this Purpoſe. au Conſtitution of Religion, | 

that counteras this Purpoſe, and conſpires with 

the general Depravity of human Manners, Must 

be a Member of the Body of Avtichrift. 1 

| ſeruple not. to affirm, that the Church of n 
is SUCH a Conlication of Religion. 

The en of her Faith and Wor fol i is an 
eſſential Condition of Honours and Preferments in 
the State. As long as human Nature continues 
| what it is, the Majority will be allured and over- 

powered by /uch Temptations ; they will conſi- 
der the Eud, more than the Means of Attain- 
ment. This will be that wide Gate, which many 
will enter: this will be that broad Way,' which 


* 


by eee eee, 75 


But, inde pen of RY vil Ag i 
which are attained through the Medium of this 


Church ; ſhe has thoſe: Charms within her own 
Boſom, which will always faſcinate the giddy, the 
unthinking, the ambitious: i. e. the e Part. 
of every PT. | 2 


Should an Tlfoiduat 17 Chance habituate 
himſelf in employing thoſe Faculties, which God 
has given him, to their proper End, the Invef- 


pu: of mal and "Oo Ti ruth : — ſhould he _ 
- 1th e 1 NOTE - 
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ls the Scriptures * with unwearied Afiduity, 
and a Angle Eye :+— ſhould he reſolve to purſue 


the Light, that ſprings up, wherever it may lead 


him: — upon this Ground only, conſidering the 


different Apprebenſions, Advantages, and Proficien- , 


cies of Men, I pronounce it MOSS IR for ſuch 


a Perſon to believe implicitly, or to aſſent 


ſincerely, to all the Articles of the Church of 
England. I appeal to the Hiſtory of our Species, 
and to the uniform Operations of the human 


Mind. But, ſuppoſing this Argument viſionary 
and fallacious; if the ſcriptural Reſearches of this 
Individual ſhould inform him, moreover, that he 


muſt acknowledge no ſpiritual FarHER but 
_ Gop ArmicnTty, and no MasrER but Jzsvus 


Cukisr: will he Tazx be able to allow the 
Authority of the Church of England, and accept 


his religious Creed from her Hands? no: To 
Mien of this Character, the GaTz of oux Chuxcn 
is STRAIT, and the Way is NaRRow; entangled 


with "Thorns and Briars, with apts Difficul- 
ties and ent ieee | | 


Dus, - as in all former WEE the kt Wa 


| was the Way of Wickedneſs and Deſtruction, ſo it 
is now. The Men, who are indifferent to 7 rutb 


and Fa Yrbood, the SORE who, for 


+ Jaba 4. 39. A) 1 Nat 22. ave | 
| | lucra ve 
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: es Preferments, would ſerve Mabomet 
with the ſame Fidelity as they ſerve Jeſus of 
Nazareth : theſe Men, by ſubſcribing what theß 
have but /iztle conſidered or NEVER, READ, find an 
eafy Admiſſion into the Church, and a Gratifica- 
tion of their Avarice and Ambition in the Proſ- 
pect of thoſe Emoluments, which are preſented 
to their View. bey, on the contrary, who have 
proved themſelves vo“ in a Readineſs of 
Mind to ſearch the Scriptures daily—who are 
willing to /erve God in the Goſpel of bis Son — 
and demonſtrate by their Lives, that they are the 
| fitteſt Perſons to teach and recommend Religion 
to the People: theſe Men, I ſay, are rejected by 
the Church of England: ſhe drives them from 
her Fold, as Sheep that would infect the Flock — 
ſhe brands them with the Mark of Heretics and 
Blaſpbemers — deprives them of the political Pri- 
vileges of Engliſpmen — and in Virtue of her 
JupiciAL PREROGATIVE in the Temple of God, 
denounces againſt them the Sentence of EVER- 
LASTING DEATH. 1 35 


Is not ſurb a Caurcn a GENUINE DISCIPLE 
of AnTicyrisT? Is ſhe, not the uNDOUBTED 
HanDMa1rp of the Man of SW? + 

„Adds xvii, 11. + Rom. i, g. 


* 7 5 : W, | | 
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-- -- - Ws, therefore, will Hand faft in the 
LnzzrTyY, wherewith CHRIST HATH MADE us 
RRR. | 


Yu 8 leſt that come upon vou, which 
is ſpoken of in * Prophets : | 


Bebold! „ defies, and and; and EY 
for I work a Work in your Days; a WoRk, 
WHICH YE SHALL IN NO WISE BELIEVE) rope 
A MAN DECLARE IT UNTO t ; 


Gal. v. 1, | 17 Acts xiii. 40. 41. 
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